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WIKIPEDIA
TheFreeEncyclopedia  From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Main page. Chartjunk refers to all visual
Contents. elements in charts and graphs
Current events. that are not necessary to
::""0"; :"‘:9 comprehend the information —
out Wikipedia represented on the graph, or

Contact us

that distract the viewer from
Donate

this information. (11213
Contrtiue} Markings and visual elements
Help

can be called chartjunk if they
Loar to edit An example of a chart cony
are not part of the minimum set

= (C)

Community portal gratuitous chartjunk. This
e of visuals necessary to :
Upload fle communicate the information : -
understandably. Examplesof o . .
oot unnecessary elements that g
LOIERED might be called ch
:“‘“T changes include heavy or unnecessary text, inappropriately
RS complex or gimml omamented chart axes, and display
A —r frames, pictures, b or icons within datgeohs, omamental —_
Gite this page shading and unnecessary dimensions, .
Wikidata ftem Another kind of chartjunk skews the depictio aifficult to
Printiexport understand the real data being displayed. Exampl this type include ——————

Download 25 PDF items depicted out of scale to one another, noisy backgrounds making
comparison between elements difficult in a chart or graph_and 3-D
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WOOD ET AL: SKETCHY RENDERING FOR INFORMATION VISUALIZATION
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Fig. 2. Regular grid of London bike station locations with capacity (open ircles) and current status (bue circles) shown using size. Vectors show
, which

characteristics of accuracy and precision, although Boukhelifa et al

e right shows detai for a selected region of the map.

appearance implies manual effort has gone into its construction and,
therefore, that the graphic was authored for a purpose. The greater

[3] found that users generally did not intuitively associate line sketch-
iness with t ome of spects of uncer-
tainty identified by MacEachren et al. [29) such as completeness, con-
sistency, lineage, currency, credibility, and subjectivity may be better

ketchi b ious oe agreed

symbolic representation vi other visual variabls.

One of the wealnesses of sketchy representationis that it typicaly
has a lower datw/ink raio than is more precisely rendered equivalent.
Techniques such as hachuring or double sroking may add ‘ink’ 1o

e graphic without significant addition of information. Tufe’s dis-
cussion of RN [+2) identifes hachuring of bar chart symbols

ccessary distractions that divert the reader's eye away from the
y bs inmen o
use of computer-generated data graphics, there may be an additional
distaction effect with modern digitally generated sketchy grapics in
hat their comparatve rariy may focus 100 much atienion on their
rendering rather than the dta they represent

that is implied by the graphic (c. 8., see Fig. 4), the =
more importantly that purpose may be perceived. We might, therefore,
hypothesize that sketchy information visualization has a role 1 play
in constructing visualization narratives where an author’s voice is i
‘portant. Jt may have an important framing effect [22] on the namatve.













“Graphical decoration,
which prospers in technical
publications as well as in
commercial and media
graphics, comes cheaper
than the hard work required
to produce intriguing
humbers and secure

evidence.”
—E. Tufte p. 107

(tl-dr: blame designers)



“Moiré effects have
proliferated with computer
graphics (in programs such
as Excel). Such unfortunate

patterns were once
generated by means of thin
plastic transfer sheets; now

the computer produces
instant chartjunk.”

—E. Tufte p. 11

(tl-dr: blame computers)




“One of the more sedate
graphical elements, the grid
should usually be busted or

completely suppressed so
that its presence is only
implicit — lest it compete
with the data.”
—E. Tufte p. 112

(tl-dr: blame grids)



“When a graphic is taken over
by decorate forms or
computer debris, when the
data measures and structures
become Design Elements,
when the overall design
purveys Graphical Style rather
than quantitative information,
then that graphic may be call a
duck ...

—E. Tufte p. 116

(tl-dr: blame ducks)




“Nearly all those who produce
graphics for mass publication
are trained exclusively in the fine
arts and have had little
experience with the analysis of
data. Such experiences are
essential for achieving precision
and grace in the presence of
statistics... Those who get ahead
are those who beautified data,

never mind statistical integrity.”
—E. Tufte p. 79

(tl-dr: blame fine arts)



“Consider this unsavory exhibit
at right - chockablock with
cliché and stereotype, coarse
humor, and a content-empty
third dimension... Credibility
vanishes in clouds of chartjunk;
who would trust a chart that

looks like a video game?”
—E. Tufte p. 34,35

(tl-dr: blame video games)
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